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THE ForMATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES
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can army on the Hudson River in 1783, the pur-
poses of the society were of the purest, its objects
being the preservation of the rights and liberties
of the whole people, the promoting and cherish-
ing of union and national honor among the States,
and the stimulating of fraternal affection among
its members. Confined to officers of the con-
tinental lines, observing to a limited extent the
rule of primogeniture in the selection of members,
and adopting an insignia, the society became the
object of suspicion, ridicule, and hatred. This, -
however, was not so apparent in New Jersey,
where a State Society of the General Society was
formed as early as June, 1783. Many of the mem-
bers were avowed Federalists, the State Society,
however, taking but little part in politics. Never-
theless there was bitterness, and a constant fear
that those men of honor, who had fought upon the
fields of Trenton and Monmouth, had starved in
Morristown and Valley Forge, because they wore
a badge upon which was engraved “ Omnia reli-
quit servare rempublicam,” would intrigue with
England and bring a prince of the royal line to
rule over the United States.

In New Jersey the opposition to the early
Federalist party was never well defined. In the
first days of the movement there were few men
of prominence able or willing to lead a distinc-
tively popular propaganda. In this element were
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and the war department to General Henry Knox,
both Federalists.

The work of the first Congress was directed
mainly toward the settlement of the tariff and the
regulation of commerce, both measures being gen-
erally popular in New Jersey. The commercial
spirit of the State had found early expression in
an attempt to adjust in a primitive way these im-
portant subjects. Indeed New Jersey had been
partially attracted to federal union by the fact
that, with commercial matters in the hands of a
federal government, she would no longer be de-
pendent upon the whims and caprices of New
York and neighboring States. As early as March
5, 1777, the joint meeting of the Legislature
elected commissioners to meet at York, Pennsyl-
vania, with commissioners from New York, Penn-
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, to
consider a system ‘‘ respecting the regulating the
Price of Labour, of Manufactures, and of internal
Produce within the said States, and of Goods im-
ported from foreign Parts, except military Stores;
and to confer upon such Measures as they shall
think most expedient to remedy the Evils occa-
sioned by the present fluctuating and exorbitant
Prices of the Articles aforesaid.” Although the
matter ultimately came to naught the principle
of protection to home industries was recognized in
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to create a navy and preserve a strict neutrality
between France and England, while the Repub-
licans wavered between a total prohibition of Eng-
lish trade and the establishment of discriminat-
ing duties. In domestic affairs the Republicans
were favoring a direct tax, censuring Hamilton’s
management of the treasury, and advocating the
passage of a constitutional amendment securing
States against suits in the United States courts.
This was almost immediately followed by the re-
ception of Jay’s treaty with England. In spite of
its omissions to secure all the rights of Ameri-
cans upon the high seas and in open ports that
extremists desired President Washington signed
the document. The Republicans were in a fury.
Charged with treason, Washington was threat-
ened with impeachment and assassination.

In New Jersey the Federalists were enabled to
retain control of the machinery of State govern-
ment. On October 25, 1793, the ad interim succes-
sor of Governor Paterson, Richard Howell, a pro-
nounced Federalist, was chosen, unopposed, and
was reélected in 1794, although United States
Senator John Rutherford was presented to the
Legislature as a candidate for governor, but the
minutes of the joint meeting fail to record the
vote. During the years 1795, 1796, 1797, and 1798
the election of Governor Howell was unanimous
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negotiations, and the open attacks of France upon
our commerce led to active preparations for war.
A provisional army under the command of Wash-
ington was organized, men-of-war were sent in
search of French vessels committing depredations
upon American commerce,intercourse with France
was suspended, and all treaties with France were
abrogated. Thus far the display of a war spirit
met with general approval, and with the cry:
“ Millions for defense, not one cent for tribute,”
the Federalists secured the support of the masses
of Republicans and alienated all but the extrem-
ists from their Francophobia.

Grown great with sudden political success,
looking forward to absolute domination in the
republic, the Federal party, not content with their
achievements, entered upon a policy which
proved disastrous, and in one short year prepared
the way for its speedy downfall and ultimate
death. Upon June 25, 1798, Congress passed the
“ Alien law,” an act directed against a large and
constantly increasing body of continental emi-
grants,particularly Frenchmen,and most of whom
were Republicans. The statute authorized the
President “to order any alien whom he should
judge dangerous to the peace and liberties  of the
United States to depart from its jurisdiction.
Heavy penalties were imposed upon aliens refus-
ing to obey the order. In less than a month the
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first platform of the strict-construction party.
They declared that the constitution was a com-
pact by which the States had surrendered only a
limited portion of their powers; that whenever the
federal government undertook to step over the
boundary of its delegated authority it was the
right and duty of the States to interpose, and main-
tain the rights which they had reserved to them-
selves; that the alien and sedition laws were a
usurpation by the Federal government of powers
not granted to it; and that the State of Virginia
solemnly declared those laws to be unconstitu-
tional. Kentucky took the view that the Staies
were one party to the compact and the federal
government was the other, and that each party
must be the judge of infractions of the agreement
and of the mode and measure of redress. An ap-
peal to the other States to adopt these or similar
-resolutions having been met with refusal, they
were repealed in 1799, Kentucky, in excess of Jef-
ferson’s advice, declaring that any State might
rightfully nullify and declare void any act of Con-
gress which it might declare unconstitutional—a
precedent for the doctrine adopted by South Caro-
lina in her Nullification fiasco in 1832, and by the
seceding States in 1860-61.

To add to the disasters of the Federalists Presi-
dent Adams, without consultation with his cab-
inet, sent envoys to negotiate peace with the
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tions from Essex and Morris, all four members of
the House from Sussex, and one member each
from Middlesex, Somerset, and Cumberland Coun-
ties.

In the eastern part of the State not a little mis-
sionary work had been accomplished for the Re-
publicans by members of the Tammany Society—
the Columbian Order,—named in honor of the
Lenni-Lenapé chief, Tamenand, of whom it was
said that he loved liberty more than life. Orig-
inally formed in New York City as a patriotic
organization, the Tammany Society later became
an active partisan organization, aiding the Repub-
licans in their local and State contests. Through
President Washington’s denunciation of “self-con-
stituted societies,” and owing to the drastic action
of Republican organizations in Philadelphia and
elsewhere during the Whiskey Insurrection, the
Tammany Society lost much of its early member-
ship. Thenceforth under the leadership of one of
its founders, William Mooney, and his sachems,
the Tammany Society actively supported Jeffer-
son and the Republican administration.






CHAPTER 11

TUE NEW DEMOCGRACY






T WAS not alone the dissemination of the
doctrines of “fraternity, liberty, and
equality,” nor the cockades, nor the toast-
ing and boasting transported to America
from France that assured the triumph of

Republicanism—the age of the new democracy.
Nor was it the newspaper press, nor the fervid ora-
tory, nor the activity of politicians that produced
strange results. Each State presented local con-
ditions that advanced or retarded the movement,
and New Jersey was not an exception to this rule.
And of these local conditions one element, but lit-
tle regarded, had an influence as weighty as it was
enduring.

Into the life of the colony as early as 1770, while
yet men’s minds were sorely troubled with what
might come from the box of political evils with
which the British ministry, Pandora-like, were
trifling, there had come the apostles of a new re-
ligious society, chief among whom was an un-
known Major Webb, of the British Army. He
led a strange little group of enthusiasts, and there
were many who remembered the earlier coming to
America of its founders—John and Charles Wes-
ley—and of their work with George Whitefleld.
But no one realized that those who gathered to-
gether the first Methodist societies in New Jersey
—often meeting in private houses, barns, or woods
of Trenton, Burlington, New Mills, or Salem—
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meeting.” Women became active in the churches,
and gave a somewhat “ institutional ” character
to the work of the societies. Particularly in that
portion of New Jersey south of the Raritan, at the
opening of the century, the Methodist Episcopal
Church gathered to itself all kinds and conditions
of men. In the sections dominated by the Society
of Friends it grew with the greatest rapidity. Men
of position left the meeting of Fox for the meeting
of Wesley. It may have been a hope for greater
freedom of personal action, and a grasping for a
position where there would be less formality. It
may have been the desire for a change, a desire
animating so many men, the causes for which are
too deep for explamation. It may have been a
yearning for some direct manifestation of the spir-
itual presence, but whatever the cause Methodism
swept away many a vestige of colonial lines of
social caste.

It has been well said that the great power of
Methodism over its followers was that it was
dynamic. The itinerant ministry, composed of men
of strong wills and noble ambitions, the system of
“ Quarterly Meetings” bringing together people
who, previously unassociated, met in a fraternal
spirit,madeMethodism a most active agent in asso-
ciation. Under its influence barriers were broken
down and new flelds were open. Every member
became an enthusiastic disciple. It was, in short,
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mirror of the needs and desires of the people and
the means taken to gratify them.

As early as the Revolution the language used in
the newspapers was far from formal. Thus in
the Pennsylvania Journal, upon April 21, 1779, a
prisoner, among others captured in Sussex County,
is designated as ¢ formerly a magistrate under the
tyrant George Whelps, Esq., and lived at Cosheck-
ton—No doubt but the Court-martial, which is
now trying them will honour them with a share of
Continental hemp.”

During the next year a correspondent of the
Pennsylvania Packet, alluding to raids through
East Jersey proposed by the King’s troops, says:

Vaughan, the fire-brand who has the command on the island
swears by the Eternal God he will burn every house in Elizabeth-
Town. Our comfort is, that he as well as other Devils has his
chain ; beyond this he cannot go.

Small wonder is it that with such precedents
the ideals of journalism sunk lower and lower.

Until the opening of the century several at-
tempts had been made in New Jersey to establish
newspapers. Most of these were failures. The
reading public was limited in numbers, local news
was easily disseminated by word of mouth, and
the newspapers of New York and Philadelphia
were to be found in taverns, the well-springs of
gossip. Besides newspapers were expensive, ow-
ing to the cost of white paper, the scarcity of type,
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ton Advertiser or Agricultural and Political Intells-
gencer, while at Chatham, from 1779 to 1783 the
New Jersey Journal was issued under the direction
of Shepard Kollock. Under the advice of General
Knox Kollock, who had been a lieutenant in the
Revolutionary Army, he established his weekly
paper among the hills of Morris County, where his
press, protected from raids of the King’s troops,
did effective service for the cause of liberty. At
the close of the war the Journal was discontinued,
Kollock removing to New York City after the
evacuation of the enemy. Here he printed a news-
paper which met with temporary success. From
1783 to 1785 Kollock conducted the Political In-
telligencer and New Jersey Advertiser, which news-
paper, upon being removed to Elizabethtown, be-
came the New Jersey Journal during the year 1786.
Since then the Journal has maintained a continu-
ous existence. So long as Kollock continued his
journalistic career he was an unwavering advo-
cate of anti-Federalism, being a hearty supporter
of Thomas Jefferson and of Madison’s war policy.

The removal of Kollock from Morris County
led an enterprising publisher, David Cree, to at-
tempt the establishment of a newspaper in 1784.
Its career was short, its very name being un-
known. In 1797-98 Elijah Cooper and Jacob Mann
issued the Morris County Gaeette, the press being
the property of Caleb Russell. In 1798 the Genius
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ly Monitor, while in the years 1786-87 the New Jer-
sey Magazine was printed by Frederick Quequelle
and James Prange.

The year 1792 saw the appearance of the
Guardian or New Brunswick Advertiser, by Arnett
and Blauvelt, Arnett retiring in 1793. From 1793
to 1796 Shelly Arnett was the proprietor of Ar-
nett’s New Jersey Federalist, the Genius of Liberty,
and the New Brunswick Advertiser, an associate in
the venture being George F. Hopkins.

In Sussex County from 1796 to 1798 the Farm-
er’s Journal and Newton Advertiser was printed un-
der the direction of Elliott Hopkins and William
Huston. During 1786 and 1787 the Princeton
Packet and General Advertiser, by James Tod, had
an equally brief career.

Thefailureof Isaac Collins in 1786 to sustain the
New Jersey Gazetie, in spite of powerful influences,
did not discourageother publishers from coming to
Trenton. During 1787-88 the Trenton Mercury
and the Weekly Advertiser were published by
Frederick C. Quequelle and George M. Wilson,
while in 1791 the New Jersey State Gazette, pub-
lished by George Sherman and John Mershon,
entered upon a long career.

The year 1801 witnessed the appearance of the
Trenton True American, which in the central and
southern portions of the State was the most influ-
ential of all Republican or Jeffersonian news-
papers. This paper has existed for a century.
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life, and, like the Inmans, of Long Beach, who
went a-whaling as late as 1825, having their daily
affairs closely associated with the sea.

From the broad meadows of the Maurice River
Valley to the ancient settlements between Wood-
bury and Camden the mansions of the landed pro-
prietors werelargely of brick,although as far north
as Salem the wooden houses of the seacoast were
by no means infrequent. Centering at Bridgeton,
the home of the Elmers, Bowens, Bucks, Whites,
Woodruffs, and many another family of equal
prominence, the social and political life of Cum-
berland County converged. In the Dividing Creek
section were the Sheppards, Garrisons, and
Reeves; at Fairfield the Harrises, Ogdens, and
Batemans; at Greenwich the Fithians, Dares,
Reeves, Holmes, Maskells, Mulfords, Bacons,
Parvins, and Seeleys. Near Port Elizabeth, at
Spring Garden Ferry, had stood the Swedish
church in whose yard were the graves of Moss-
landers, Vanamans, and Petersons, while at Port
Elizabeth were the Lores, the Bricks, of Bricks-
boro, and the mansions of the Lees, Townsends,
and Quaker Ogdens.

Crossing the line into S8alem County, Salem City
presented a type of life distinctly Virginian. Hos-
pitalityabounded, the spirit of slavery died slowly,
men took life easily. It was Salem—* the peace-
ful.” Here were stately homes—those of the
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Of these old mansions few were of wood, nearly all
being built of stone, and differing much from the
brick type of the southern central part of New
Jersey or the wooden houses of the seacoast. Of
the homes in Somerset that of William Alexander,
Lord Stirling, was most notable, being even more
elegant than that of his kinsmen, the Stevens fam-
ily. Yet at Basking Ridge were the residences of
the Rev. Dr. Finley, projector of the African Colo-
nization Society, of the Southards—Samuel Lewis,
senator of the United States, and his father,
Henry, member of the House of Representatives,
who, by a strange coincidence served upon a joint
committee of Congress in the discussion of the
“ Missouri Compromise ” measure. At and near
Somerville the Wallace House as well as the home
of General John Frelinghuysen and the residence
of the Rev. J. 8. Vredenburgh were conspicuous,
while upon the banks of the Raritan were the man-
sions of Colonel Vroom, the Dumonts, the Van
Nestes, and of the Van Derveers, at which latter
home Stephen Van Rensselaer, of the patroon
family of New York, married a daughter of the
Hon. William Paterson. At Millstone was the
home of General Frederick Frelinghuysen, at
Rocky Hill the homes of the Van Horns and the
Berriens.

Nor had Hunterdon County mansions less in-
terest. To the county seat the Flemings had
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terroches, born at the chateau of Puy Darnac near
Tulle, Limousin, Department of La Coreze, France,
upon August 25, 1753. As the second son he was
educated for the church, his elder brother, the
Vicomte d’Anterroches, becoming one of the lieu-
tenant marshals of France. The vicomte emi-
grated to London at the time of the French revolu-
tion and, dying there in exile, left no male issue.
Thus Joseph Louis ultimately became the head of
his family. The young man studied with his
uncle, Alexander Cesar d’Anterroches, Bishop of
Condom, but finally concluded that he preferred
a military life and ran away from France and
joined the English Army, his parents buying him
a commission. He was made an ensign in the
Sixty-second Foot in 1776. This regiment formed
a part of Burgoyne’s army, and young d’Anter-
roches was captured by the Americans in a skir
mish just prior to the surrender at Saratoga. He
immediately asked for writing material and, com-
municating with his kinsman, Marquis de La-
fayette, * the two young Frenchmen were soon in
each other's arms.™ During the remainder of the
Revvolution the count, then known as “ the Cheva-
lier,” seems to have been in the American lines,
no doubt a prisoner on parole. His situation thus
complicated was also embarrassing in that, while
holding a commission in the British Army, his
own country, France, hbad taken part with the
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In Orange were the homes of Senator John Con-
dict and Dr. Isaac Pierson, while at Belleville
were the old houses of Colonel John Schuyler and
his irascible pastor, Rev.Gerardus Haugevort,and
near the mines the home of Colonel Peter Schuy-
ler, near whom lived Josiah Hornblower, the ar-
tisan-scientist. In this region people still remem-
ber the famous garden of Colonel Peter Schuyler
which so attracted the attention of Rev. Andrew
Burnaby, vicar of Greenwich, an observant Eng-
lishman, who travelled through New Jersey about
the middle of the eighteenth century. Burnaby
was impressed, as, indeed he might be, with
Schuyler's rare collections of tropical plants, cit-
rons, oranges, limes, lemons, balsams of Peru,
aloes, and pomegranates, while near by was a park
in which were kept deer and moose.

In Jersey City and the present smaller cities
of Hudson County there were old families, de-
scendants of the Dutch settlers, against whom
Washington Irving drove the shafts of his wit in
his description of Communipaw. Many an acre
lay in the hands of the Van Vorsts, the Van
Winkles, the Van Reypens, the Vreelands, and
the descendants of the Berrys, the Lawrences, and
the Cadmuses. Across the meadows lay Hacken-
sack and the uplands of Bergen County, where
nearly every family name was traceable to Hol-
land ancestry. There in the town had dwelt












CHAPTER IV

PoLitics AND THE WAR OF 1812






HE opening of the second war with
England found New Jersey pecul-
iarly exposed to the assaults of an
enemy. On either side of the State,
as in the Revolution, lay two great
commercial cities, tempting prizes for the great
fleet which the British were preparing to send to
the North Atlantic coasts. To the west was
Philadelphia, glorying in a vast commerce, trad-
ing with the East and West Indies, with the
Southern States, and with the important seaports
of Europe. To the east was New York, rapidly
becoming Philadelphia’s rival, possessing the ad-
vantage of a wide and deep harbor and an open
waterway leading to the rich and rapidly develop-
ing agricultural section of the central part of the
Empire State. To capture either or both of these
cities, desolate the surrounding country, and de-
mand an adequate ransom was the dream of the
British government—a dream alone unrealized be-
cause of the daring, the sacrifice, the loyalty of
American sailors upon the ships of war which
scoured the high seas.

Since the Revolution the seacoast of New Jer-
sey had remained quite unsettled. Of the towns
between Sandy Hook and Cape May Tuckerton
had grown into a place of importance; the re-
maining sections were undeveloped and unim-

proved. Upon Delaware Bay, however, there was
[Vol. 3]




































CHAPTER V

NEw JERSBY TrooPs IN THE WAR OF 13812
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CHAPTER VI

NEW JERSEY'S FIRST RAILROAD CHARTER

The account of this first railroad charter was fully presented in the Reilicay World,
of Philadelphia, under date of February 18, 1894.
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and nature of the ground and the buildings there-
on, the public convenience and the interest of the
stockholders and so as to do the least damage to
private property.” The road could not be laid out
through any burying ground, place of public wor-
ship, dwelling house nor outbuilding of the value
of three hundred dollars without the owner’s con-
sent. The commissioners were required to file
their report, survey map and plot in the office of
the secretary of state of New Jersey. The commis-
sioners and corporation were granted the right
to enter upon land necessary for laying out the
road and also for the purpose of searching for
“ stone, sand, or gravel for the use of the said
road,” but no stone, sand, or gravel was to be
taken away without compensation made to the
owner.

As to the character of motive power to be
used upon the railroad the statute is silent, the
only allusion being collateral, where it is en-
acted that the wagons or carriages employed on
the road shall be constructed and run thereon in
conformity to such rules as the company shall
make from time to time. :

That animals, either horses or mules, were to be
employed is suggested by the provision of the act
empowering the corporation to “ make, erect, and
establish a railroad, passing and repassing, and
which road is to be composed of either iron or
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ments. In case of non-agreement between the cor-
poration and an owner as to the valuation of pri-
vate land necessary for the corporation’s purposes,
the statute provided that each should choose a
disinterested freeholder. The two were empow-
ered to determine compensation, but in case they
failed they could choose an umpire. In case this
method was not employed, a struck jury, after
survey and estimation, made inquisition and re-
turned the same to a justice of the Supreme Court.

In the statute is to be found the germ of the
present State railroad commissions. It was en-
acted that whenever the railroad company com-
pleted not less than ten miles of its road the gov-
ernor of the State should appoint three disinter-
ested persons who “ shall have power to fix, ascer-
tain and determine the rates and charges which
the said company may demand and receive for
the transportation of merchandise and for every
article of country produce, lumber, and fire wood
transported on the said railroad, and also to fix,
ascertain and determine on such tolls and rates as
the said company shall and may demand and re-
ceive from all persons using or traveling said
road.” The rates of toll were directed to be placed
on file as evidence in any court. If within ten
years after the completion of the railroad the cor-
poration should consider a revision necessary the






CHAPTER VII

THE STEAMBOAT MONOPOLY

































136 NEW JERSEY AS8 A COLONY

commerce of the United States is a unit,” and this
decision being reached, the steamboat monopoly
fell forever, wrecking not only Governor Ogden’s
fortune, but his life.



CHAPTER VIII

MANCUFACTURES AND THE PANIC OF 1817
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the methods employed by officers of State banks
came failures and the inability of these institu-
tions to sustain specie payments. The relation
of the banks to industrial prostration was clever-
ly summed up by a correspondent of a Connecticut
newspaper who asked the question: “ Why is the
community so much embarrassed?” and then
gave this answer:

Because banks lend money that they have not got to lend,

And because people spend money they Rave not got to spend.

The “remedy” suggested was equally perti-
nent:

Own the money before you lend it !
Earn the money before you spend it !

As illustrative of the impoverished condition of
the municipality in which the Trenton Banking
Company was established is the fact that it fre-
quently loaned the city money with which to pay
its solitary watchman.

The effects of the panic of 1817 were less last-
ing and less detrimental than the results of the
panics of 1837 and of 1857. Beyond doubt the
immediate physical suffering among the masses
was equally as great, if not greater, than during
the termination of the subsequent cycles, although
it must be remembered that subsequent divisions
of labor had not created a purely artisan class,
dependent almost entirely upon others for the
necessaries of life. The lines between the farm
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CHAPTER IX

A QUARTER CENTURY OF PoLITICS






CHAPTER IX

A QUARTER CENTURY OF PoLrrics












ONY AND AS A STATE 155

Aaron Ogden; Associate Justice Isaac Smith,
then an elderly man; William Grifith, one
of President Adams’s “ midnight judges,” whose
Federalistic proclivities did not forbid him to
write “ Eumenes,” a plea for constitutional re-
form, and Associate Justice Jobhn Moore White,

The gubernatorial election held upon October
31, 1801, brought two candidates into the field:
the Republican or administration leader, Joseph
Bloomfield, and Richard Stockton, the candidate
of the Federalists. For Governor Bloomfield Es-
sex, Monmouth, Salem, Hunterdon, Cumberland,
Morris, and Sussex Counties voted solidly, with
one member each from the Counties of Gloucester
and Cape May. The counties voting for Richard
Stockton were Bergen, Middlesex, Somerset, and
Burlington, the remaining portion of the Glouces-
ter house delegation, and the member of Council
from Cape May. The vote was thirty to twenty.

Again, upon the 28th of October, 1802, Governor
Bloomfield and Richard Stockton had a contest for
the position of governor, a political fight of great
bitterness, which resulted in a tie vote of twenty-
six to twenty-six. Governor Bloomfield had solid
delegations from the Counties of Essex, Mon-
mouth, Salem, Morris, Sussex, and Cumberland,
with a member of the house and the member of
Council from Hunterdon County. Richard Stock-
ton’s vote was cast by the delegations from Ber-
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25, 1805, October 31, 1806, October 30, 1807, and
October 31, 1808.

Indeed such was the case until the year 1812,
except that upon the 27th of October, 1809, the
names of William 8. Pennington, William Rossell,
and Aaron Ogden were presented only to be with-
drawn. A like course was adopted upon October
26, 1810, when Pennington and Rossell again ap-
peared, while upon the 26th of October, 1811, Pen-
nington and Ogden were mentioned to be with-
drawn.

In the year 1812, owing to the Federalists’ pol-
icy concerning the war, and their adroit gerry-
mander, the party was galvanized into activity,
so successfully, in fact, that its candidate, Aaron
Ogden, at the joint meeting held upon October
29, 1812, was elected governor by a vote of thirty
to twenty-two. His defeated competitor was Will-
iam 8. Pennington. The vote in this year, reflect-
ing directly the strength of the Federalists, shows
that the anti-war sentiment was unevenly dis-
tributed throughout the State. The county dele-
gations in the house and Council voting solidly
for Ogden were Bergen, Middlesex, Monmouth,
Somerset, Burlington, Gloucester, Cape May, and
three out of four of the Hunterdon members of the
house. For William 8. Pennington Essex, Salem,
Sussex, Morris, and Cumberland Counties and the
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Essex, Middlesex, Somerset, and Sussex Counties,
with the member of Council and one member of
the house from Morris, two members of the house
from Hunterdon, and one member of the house
from Gloucester. Mcllvaine had twenty-one
votes—solid delegations from Monmouth, Bur-
lington, Salem, Cape May, and Cumberland Coun-
ties, and two members of the house and member
~ of Council from Gloucester. Southard had six
votes—a member of Council and two members of
the house from Hunterdon County and three
members of the house from Morris County.

A second vote being taken, three of Southard’s
supporters voted for Williamson and one for Mc-
Ilvaine. The final vote stood Williamson twenty-
nine, MclIlvaine twenty-two, Southard two.

It will be noticed in this contest that party lines
gave place to choice made upon geographical di-
visions; that North Jersey, almost as a unit, sup-
ported Williamson and Southard, while South
Jdersey advocated McIlvaine.

With the year 1817 the country entered upon
an “ era of good feeling,” when party politics were
eschewed, and when the State leaders to a large
degree lost or seemed to lose their interest. For
twelve years, or from November 1, 1817, to Octo-
ber 30, 1829, Isaac H. Williamson, unopposed, oc-
cupied the executive chair. The several dates of

his joint meeting reélections were October 30,
vol. 8] ‘












CHAPTER X

THE ERA OF THE TUKNPIKE






ROM the opening of the nineteenth
century until the introduction of
railway legislation in the early thir-
ties marks the era of the turnpike,
when New Jersey, following the ex-

ample set by other States as well as by the nation-
al government, made efforts to unite, by a better
system of public roads, the small towns, not only
one with another, but with the great centers of
Philadelphia and New York. These instruments
of association, crude as they may have been,
formed the connecting link between the colonial
avenues of transportation, out of which they grew,
and the days of steam.

By 1800 there were estimated to be about eleven
hundred mill sites in the State, of which five
hundred were devoted to the milling of flour. The
products of New Jersey, as classified by contem-
poraneous writers, were wheat, flour, cider, horses,
live cattle, hams (which were celebrated as being
among the best in the world), lumber, flaxseed,
leather, and iron in pigs and bars. It was esti-
mated that Morris County alone could supply all
the iron ore needed in the United States. At the
opening of the century there were in that county
two furnaces, two rolling mills, two slitting mills,
and thirty forges, while in all New Jersey there
were produced about twelve hundred tons of pig-
iron, twelve hundred tons of bar iron, and two
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churches, in fact the development of every factor
in association. Thus it was that the turnpikes
penetrated every portion of Central and Northern
New Jersey; in some instances old roads were
constructed upon new lines. Their building re-
~ sulted in the expenditure of large sums of money
for labor and materials, and brought to themselves
lanes leading to the homes of wealthy landown-
ers, as well as subsidiary roads which connected
the pikes with numerous small villages.

Thomas F. Gordon, in his Gazetteer published in
1834, in examining the causes leading to the con-
struction of turnpikes in New Jersey, states that
the objects of their incorporation were threefold.
First it was the desire of facilitating commu-
nication between Philadelphia and New York; the
need of an outlet for the products of the fields and
mines of the northern interior; and the creation of
a market in New York City, to which end metro-
politan capital was largely invested in New Jer-
sey turnpike enterprises.

The first turnpike project for which a charter
was granted in New Jersey was a bold one, seek-
ing to unite the headwaters of the Delaware with
Newark Bay. The road extended from Elizabeth
through Springfield, Chatham, Morristown, Suc-
casunny, Stanhope, Newton, and Culver’s Gap to
the Delaware opposite Milford, and was known
as the Morris turnpike. 8o rapidly was the north-
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but little or no continuous telford or macadam-
ized road.

Among the people who frequented the highways
there was much of the colonial manner and spirit.
There could be found old men who, unmindful of
the statute in the case made and provided,
drove to the left in passing another vehicle,
men of quality still went about on horseback,
while in midsummer clouds of dust betrayed
the presence of sheep or cattle on the hoof being
driven to market, urged by the barking of dogs
and the “ gads” of the drovers. Stage coaches
lumbered along the highways, the great steeds
tugging in their harness, while over their heads
rolled the lurid profanity of the sun-burned men
upon the boxes. Then came winter, and early
spring, with wagons hub-deep in mud or caught
unprotected in the drifting snows. But there was
no dearth of taverns, with their courtyards alive
with arriving and departing stages, with their
spacious bars and heavy dinners, with their light
and life and joy, now but memories and traditions.
But few of the sleeping rooms of the taverns were
warmed, it not being until the middle of the cen-
tury that steam heat was introduced publicly in
New Jersey, and then in one building where the
permanency of its list of guests made such a com-
fort necessary. This was in the New Jersey State
prison, then, by reason of this and other improve-






CHAPTER X1

Two FAaMOUs CANALS






N a dim way, probably before the American
Revolution, men with progressive ideas
foreshadowed the possibilities of an inter-
nal water route between the Delaware
and the Raritan Rivers. That sentiment

was drifting toward the accomplishment of this
end, and drifting rapidly, when the organization
of the Federal government had been perfected, is
shown by a suggestion made by the ponderous but
none the less interesting Wintherbotham in his
‘ Historical, Geographical, Commercial, and
Philosophic View of the United States of Amer-
ica,” of which the first American edition was
printed in New York City during 1796. It is there-
in claimed that the Raritan River might be made
“ capable” of a “ very steady ” lock navigation as
high as the junction of the North and South
Branches, and thence up the south branch to
Grandin’s Bridge in Kingwood. Thence to the
Delaware by turnpike or portage was but ten
miles. Another route was offered, being that be-
tween the headwaters of the Assanpink Creek and
Millstone River.

But when capital was presented with the esti-
mates of cost it stood confounded at the size of
the project. And so the plan awaited the coming
of the years.

Elsewhere in the State a canal project had at-

tracted local attention. In 1800 mill-dam proper-
[Vol. 3]
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the State should become a party in undertaking
S0 great an enterprise. Upon the 30th of Decem-
ber, 1826, a bill passed the Legislature incorporat-
ing the canal company, granting thereby equally
exclusive privileges which had already been as-
sured the promoters of the Morris Canal. No rival
could construct a canal or railway within ten
miles of any point upon the said canal or its feed-
er, and probably for the first time “ government
by injunction ” appears in New Jersey legislation
in the provision that the chancellor could “ issue
his injunction to stay and prevent the erection
and construction ” of any such opposing canal or
railway. Owing to the inability of those inter-
ested in obtaining the consent of the State of
Pennsylvania for the use of the waters of the
Delaware the charter became a nullity.
Synchronous with the passage of the charter of
the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company was
the statute authorizing the corporate existence of
the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company. This
act of February 4, 1830, capitalized the company
for one million dollars, with right of increase to
one million five hundred thousand dollars. The
par value of the shares of stock was placed at one
hundred dollars. The canal was to be fifty feet
wide at water line, five feet in depth, with a feeder
somewhat smaller in size. No rival company
could, without the consent of the new company,
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While upon a fishing party, at Lake Hopatcong,
Mr. MacCulloch conceived a plan for uniting the
waters of the upper Delaware and the sea, but by
a far different route than that designed extending
along the lowlands of Central New Jersey. In
brief, his plan was to erect a dam across the out-
let of Lake Hopatcong, the source of the Mus-
conetcong River, double the volume of water in
the lake, lead the waters to the Rockaway River
upon the east and to any practical route to Easton
upon the west, and give an outlet to market for
the mineral wealth of the region.

By 1820, owing to the cost of transportation of
manufactured products and the scarcity of fuel,
eighty-one iron forges of the Counties of Morris
and Warren within a few years had decreased to
fifty, while of twelve furnaces but three re-
mained.

The Legislature of New Jersey, upon November
15,1822, appointed George P. MacCulloch, Charles
Kinsey, and Thomas Capner commissioners to in-
quire into the matters of surveying a route for the
canal and the cost of construction. Major Eph-
raim Beach selected the route for the great water-
way, and it was upon December 31, 1824, that the
Morris Canal and Banking Company was char-
tered to build a canal from the Delaware River
near Easton to Newark, and in 1828 was author-
ized to extend the canal to the Hudson River. The
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companies, although during this period of indus-
trial activity and subsequent to the panic of 1837
many companies to develop water power received
charters, some of which are still in existence. To
this end the Delaware River was and ever has
been an attractive base for prospective oper-
ations.



CHAPTER X111

THE EARLY RAILROADS






F THE many contests, industrial, re-

ligious, and political, of which New

Jersey has been the scene no one

struggle for supremacy was waged

with greater bitterness than the

fight for existence between the advocates of a

railroad connecting New York and Philadelphia

and the proprietors of the stage-coach lines, who

then controlled the transportation of freight and
passengers across the State.

With the advancement of the plan for a railroad
there was a vigorous cry of “ monopoly,” a cry by
nc means unusual, in view of the fact that no
greater monopoly ever existed than that exercised
by the stage-coach proprietors. As late as 1834
the rate of stage-coach fare between Philadelphia
and New York was six dollars, the time occupied
in the journey being an entire day. By control of
the inns and taverns on the route, and a system
of practically compulsory “tips” for employés,
to which must be added many discomforts, the
travelling public was at the mercy of the stage
lines, except the few voyagers who “ snubbed ”
across New Jersey by way of the canal.

Under these conditions the Camden and Am-
boy Railroad came into being.

In the contention that the Camden and Amboy
Railroad was a “ monopoly ” there was nothing
new. As early as 1707 the Assembly complained
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route from Philadelphia to New York. These
were the Hackensack and Hoboken, 1802; the
Trenton and New Brunswick, 1804, with its annex,
the bridge over the Delaware; the Jersey City and
Hackensack, 1804; the Essex and Middlesex from
New Brunswick to Newark, 1806; a continuation
of the Trenton and New Brunswick turnpike from
Princeton to Kingston, 1807; the Woodbridge and
Rahway, 1808; and a branch of the Trenton and
New Brunswick from Burlington through Borden-
town to Trenton, 1808. It was not, however, un-
til 1816 that the famous Bordentown and South
Amboy turnpike was constructed.

It is with a great degree of justice that J. El-
freth Watkins, Sr., of Washington, D. C., in his
admirable monograph dealing with the origin and
early history of the Camden and Amboy Railroad,"
attributes the progress of steam transportation on
the soil and waters of the State of New Jersey to
the efforts of John Stevens. In that long life be-
tween 1749 and 1838 this inventor-statesman saw
New Jersey emerge from the horrors of the French
and Indian War, witnessed, as treasurer of New
Jersey during the Revolution, the political birth
of a nation, and helped, more than any other man,
to lay the foundations of that system of transpor-
tation which has made the State the terminus in
whole or in part of every great trunk line or its al-
lied interests in the republic. Ceaselessly active,
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the ship he either produced or perfected the
American or Stevens rail, adding a base to the
“T” rail, and dispensing with the chair then in
use. To this he added the “ hook headed ” spike,
the “iron tongue,” known in its present form as
‘the “fish bar,” and the rivets (now bolts and
nuts), necessary to complete the joints. After
many failures the Guest Iron Works at Dowlais,
Wales, succeeded in making a rail sixteen feet in
length and weighing about forty pounds to the
yard. Between May, 1831, and October, 1832,
there were twenty-three shipments of rails to New
Jersey, the first arriving on the ship “ Charle-
magne,” and laid on the piece of track near Bor-
dentown in August, 1831. At this spot, upon No-
vember 12, 1891, the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany erected a handsome monument, properly in-
scribed, commemorating the sixtieth anniversary
of the first movement by steam upon a railway
in the State of New Jersey.

The village of Bordentown, upon a sultry day
in the middle of August, 1831, was all excitement,
for there stood upon the wharf, surrounded by a
crowd of the curious, the locomotive ¢ John Bull ”
or “ No. 1,” which had been recently completed at
the English works of Stephenson and Company.
To Isaac Dripps, later master mechanic of
the Camden and Amboy Railroad, whose
technical education had been acquired with
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the “ Ironsides ” for the Philadelphia and Norris-
town Railroad Company, now a part of the Phila-
delphia and Reading system, and thus established
the Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia.

While the road was being completed from Am-
boy to Camden, and the engineers were contend-
ing with problems at the “deep cut” near the
mouth of the Raritan, horses were used to convey
freight and passengers. A section from Borden-
town to Hightstown was finished on September
19, 1832, and on December 17 of the same year the
line was completed to South Amboy. Three
freight cars, with a capacity of six or seven thou-
sand pounds each, were put in service on January
24, 1833, the goods being conveyed from Borden-
town to Camden by wagon road. In the meantime
the railroad company had acquired control of all
steamboat lines upon the Delaware and from
New York to the Amboys. As late as the summer
of 1833 relays of horses, “ driven continuously on
the run,” took passengers from Bordentown to the
Raritan, the trip of thirty-four miles requiring
two and a half hours. Early in September, 1833,
the “ John Bull ” began service, leaving Borden-
town at seven in the morning and returning at
four in the afternoon. The late fall and winter of
1833 found the road opened from Bordentown to a
point south of Rancocas Creek, and in January,
1834, the road was completed to Camden, and the
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block. Attached to these blocks dressed locust
chairs fourteen inches long and from one to two
inches thick were fastened. On these chairs the
Stevens “ T ” rail was laid and fastened with six-
inch ipikes. This rail was three and one-half
inches high, with two and one-eighth inches on
the upper running surface, and weighed forty-
two pounds to the yard. The ends of the bars
rested on wrought-iron plates or cast-iron chairs,
connected with iron tongues.

Seven miles of the system were laid upon cross
oak and chestnut sleepers, embedded in broken
stone, upon stone trenches, and consolidated with
heavy hand pounders. To these sleepers the rail
was attached.

At South River for a short distance continuous
granite sills, twelve by fourteen inches, eight to
ten feet long, were laid. To these a flat bar of
iron two and a quarter inches wide and seven-
eighths inch thick was attached. After four
years’ trial this method was abandoned. Cross
sleepers of locust were laid transversely on the
sills and the edge rail was placed thereon.

In Camden and Burlington red cedar piles seven
feet long were driven into the ground about a yard
apart. Upon these the edge rail was fastened.
At Pensauken Creek a wooden rail was laid. The
foundation was a plank three and a half inches
thick and two feet in width under each rail. Cross
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hours and a half, while the trip could be made in
an hour, at an average of sixty miles an hour.

In the eastern portion of the State the growth
of the railroad idea was extremely rapid. Within
two years nine companies, having an authorized
capital of $7,140,000, were chartered. Besides the
Camden and Amboy and the New Jersey Compa-
nies there were several corporations that, while
organized upon a local basis, with none of the
broad aims of the Camden and Amboy system, are
of especial interest, as illustrative of the develop-
ment of the industrial aktivity in the East Jersey
towns.

In 1831, late in January, the Paterson and Hud-
son River Railroad Company was incorporated
with a capital of two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars. In its charter it was provided that the
road must commence or pass within fifty feet of
the intersection of Congress and Mill Streets, Pat-
erson, thence to Weehawken, terminating at any
suitable point upon the Hudson opposite the City
of New York. In the crossing of the Hackensack
the railroad was authorized to pass over the river
near or upon the bridge of the New Barbadoes
Company. The State reserved the right to pur-
chase the road after the expiration of fifty years
from its completion, and required the payment of
a graded per centage upon its capital stock in lien
of all taxation. In 1831 the Paterson Junction
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western Railroad had been proposed, extending
from the Delaware opposite Belvidere, by the
Water Gap and Stroudsburg, to Pittstown upon
the Susquehanna.

[Vel. 3]






CHAPTER XIII

AXDREW JACKSON AND THE ERA OF SO0OIAL
UNREST
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The Legislatures were deluged with petitions, and,
as the law-making bodies were less automatic in
action than those of the present day, prolonged
debates resulted.”

In the much neglected but significant subject
of amusements then, as now, such amusements
represented the true attitude of the public mind.
In New Jersey, with its conservative religious
sentiment opposed to recreations of a frivolous
type, there were many who revolted against the
rigidity of church discipline. Thus every novelty
attracted. Theatrical performances in the cities
of Philadelphia and New York, travelling cir-
cuses, and itinerant shows in the country towns
furnished much of the amusement which the peo-
ple of the State craved.

Among the mass of the people it was an era
of coarseness and brutality. Unpopular actors
were driven with vituperative cat calls from the
stage; public balls were held in municipal build-
ings, in which there were drinking and fighting.
Cock, dog, and prize fights were common. Many
men went armed. It was a time of physical as
well as of intellectual contests. While local lot-
teries had been generally suppressed, there was
a large trade in tickets of lotteries drawn in near-
by cities. Saloons were slowly taking the place
of the old-time taverns, and malt liquors were
being introduced as substitutes for those of a spir-
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ture in the ¢ best room.” The sons were becoming
ambitious, were tiring of the farm, and in the ex-
citement of the time were filled with “ wander-
lust,” leading them not only to the great cities,
but to seek El Dorado, the gold fields of California,
to participate in the filibustering expeditions, or
to ¢ try their luck ” upon the prairies of the mid-
west.

Such were but a few of the outward phases of
that period when Jackson gave to life in the White
House a new meaning, a new purpose, a new goal.
Such were but a few of the conditions that marked
the years 8o well called the ¢ era of social unrest.”



CHAPTER NIV
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covering the tract, laid flat. This offer Stephen
Girard would accept solely upon the condition
that the half-dollars be set on edge.

Two motives probably influenced Joseph Bona-
parte to settle in New Jersey. One was the senti-
ment of his brother Napoleon, who had once said
in the presence of Joseph that in case of failure of
his plans and the need of flight he would locate
his home somewhere between Philadelphia and
New York, where, said Napoleon, pointing to a
map, “I can receive the earliest intelligence from
France by ships arriving at either port.” The
other was the evident willingness of the Legisla-
ture of New Jersey to pass an enabling statute
permitting an alien to hold land in fee simple.
Unquestionably Joseph Bonaparte had selected
Trenton as his future home, he having negotiated
for a house in that city. The greed of the land-
owners, and the fact that Commodore Charles
Stewart urged the claims of Bordentown, influ-
enced Joseph Bonaparte in favor of the latter
place. During the autumn of 1816 and the spring
of 1817 the ex-King of Spain, through agents, ac-
quired title to about one thousand acres of land
lying on the bank of Crosswicks Creek, between its
former mouth and the village of Groveville. This
estate, known as “ Point Breeze” and “ Bona-
parte’s Park,” had in part been located by Thom-
as Farnsworth in 1681, had been purchased from
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ton road, leading a drive over a costly arch.
Around the lake a carriage way opened vistas of
beauty—now a glimpse of the sun-lit Delaware,
there among the trees swans encircling islets, or
the sound of laughter and song from those in a
little fleet of boats as they accompanied the count
upon those pleasure parties of which he was so
fond.

Near the residence of the count stood the
“ Lake House,” erected for Prince Charles and his
wife Zenaide, and which was connected with the
mansion of the Count de Survilliers by a subter-
ranean passage, used by the princess, his daugh-
ter, when, during inclement weather, she visited
her father. Another passageway with heavy
doors led from the lake to the main house. As in
the case of the ‘tunnels” associated with the
mansion destroyed by fire there were various idle
stories. How little foundation there was for ru-
mor may be found in the Italian inscription which,
by order of the count, was carved over the door-
way of one of these passages:

Not ignorant of evil, I learn to succor the unfortunate.

Except for the absence of his beautiful but
delicate wife, Marie Julie Clari, whose sister be-
came the Queen of Sweden, and who, by reason
of the severity of a sea voyage, was unable to join
the count in his exile, Joseph Bonaparte was sn-
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All is passed of those glorious days, when a
King lived in Bordentown. The end indeed came
in 1845, when the auctioneer’s hammer scattered
much of the rare furniture, now 8o greatly prized,
the statuary, paintings, books, the china plate
and cut glass, that made the “Park” an enchanted
spot. The good old King has gone, the roystering
prince, the faithful Maillard, the student Prince
Lucien, who kept his birds by the lake—all have
crumbled into dust. Time has broken out the
windows of the houses in the “ Park,” the lake is a
morass, vines creep along the roads. There are
only echoes of splendor of a kingly court far more
brilliant than that held by the Earl of Stirling at
Basking Ridge, by Governor Livingston at “ Lib-
erty Hall,” by the Stocktons at Morven—the tri-
une homes of abounding hospitality in the early
days of New Jersey.

And when years ago some one said: “ Never
has been seen such magnificence in New Jersey,”
it was one of the most distinguished men of the
State, Commodore Stockton, who replied: “ Ah!
but who could hope to rival a King?”

[Vol. 8]
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metals, skilled mechanics who worked in leather,
brewers, and carriage manufacturers. One mil-
lion five hundred thousand dollars represented the
capital invested—a very large sum sixty years
ago. The adjacent town of Bloomfield had a dye
and print works and Bloomfield a copper rolling
mill and a button factory. Rahway was indus-
trially active with her factories for clothing, hats,
stoves, calico printing, and satinet making.

Henceforth New Jersey was to take her place
among the great manufacturing States of the
Union, and, by reason of her location near the
great markets of the Atlantic seaboard, to become
a moving power in the industrial development of
the United States.

[Vol. 8]
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Nearly half a century passed ere the faults dis-
played in “ Eumenes” were partially rectified.
Only the rare good sense of the people of the
State in the selection of their officials saved New
Jersey from that abyss of civil strife toward which
Pennsylvania had plunged under similar consti-
tutional conditions. It was largely the personal-
ity of the governors, the judges, and legislators
that kept political demagogues from obtaining
power and leaving behind them a trail of corrup-
tion. It was not due to any merit of the make-
shift constitution of 1776.






CHAPTER XVII

Tii: CONSTITUTION OF 1814






the omward sweep of e

moeratic spixtt e this pethed

politial warest mo pare of e

whimery of Nate PoverBhent

had deem laft wadiscwssed X Wk

eriticized. For many years the glaring exeors of

the fumiamental law of 1776 had beem revogmiaed,

and omce more the arguments of * Ruwenca” e

dreszed. were brought forward in the demand foe
better things

Of the objections to the old constitution the re-
striction of popular suffrage, an the hasin of prop
erty qualification, was the one mast frequently
advanced. The governor, it was said, ahould be
deprived of his power az chancellor, a power 20
easily abused. The inaccessibility of the court of
errors and appeals owing to the intermingling of
legislative and judicial functions, waa atill a
further objection, while a cry went up that the
council, filled with wealthy property ownora, wan
a “rich man’s club.” In short the old conatitution
was better fitted for a proprietary colony than for
a State whose republican institutions were guar
anteed by the federal constitution,

The agitation, In which the Btate prean, irre.
spective of politics, had taken an active part, cul.
minated in the year 1843, when Danlel Halnen, the
last governor under the old counstitution, and a
Democrat, recommended in his message to the
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and Alexanider Wars Mercsr Qranty aat Rick-
ard 8 Field Benry W. Green. and Joha R. Thomp-
som, and Widdlesex Orumty was reproseated W
Moses Jagues,. Jumes Parker, Joseph F. Randalph.
and James C. Zabriskie. Moameouth Qoumaty. in
cluding Ocean County. elected Bermarnd Coanolly,
George F. Fort. Thomaz G. Haight. Daal
Holmes, and Robert Laird. and Morriz County seat
to the comvemtion Framcis Child, Mahloa Dicken
son, Ephraim Marsh, and William N. Wood.
From Passaic County were Elias B. D. Ogdea and
Andrew Parsons; from Salem County Alexander
G. Cattell. John H. Lambert, and Richand P,
Thompeon; and from Somerset County George H.
Brown, Ferdinand 8 8Schenck, and Peter I
Vroom. The Sussex County delegation was com-
posed of John Bell, Joseph E. Edsall, and Martin
Ryerson, while that of Warren County contained
Samuel Hibbler, Phineas B. Kennedy. and Robert
8. Kennedy.

This was indeed a notable body of men. Dur
ing the period of the Civil War John C. Ten Eyck
was to sit in the United States Senate, as was
John R. Thompson until his death in December,
1862. Alexander G. Cattell was later a federal
senator. Mahlon Dickerson had already been
from 1829 to 1833 a member of that body. Two
ex-governors, Peter D. Vroom and Isaac H. Will.
- iamson, were among the number, while Charles
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committees, each charged with consideration of
the “respective parts of the constitution to be
formed.” Of the committee upon the legislative
department the chairman was ex-Governor Peter
D. Vroom; of the executive department the chair-
man was Joseph C. Hornblower; of the judiciary
department the chairman was Elias Van Arsdale;
of the appointing power the chairman was Mah-
lon Dickerson; of the right of suffrage the chair-
man was John R. Thompson; of the provision for
future amendments the chairman was Joshua
Brick; of the parts not referred to other ‘commit-
tees the chairman was Jonathan J. Spencer; and
of the bill of rights the chairman was James
Parker.

Through the advocacy of the measure by David
Naar stenographic reporters secured a complete
record of the proceedings of the convention—the
first instance of its kind in the State.

It was upon the 28th of June that the conven-
tion finished its labors, and upon that day the con-
stitution was finally adopted, there being only
one vote in the negative, which was cast by Silas
Condit, of Essex County, while Charles Stokes,
of Burlington County, member of the Society of
Friends, received the unanimous consent of the
convention that he be “ excused from voting on
account of the military features” in the funda-
mental law. Upon the same day President Isaac


















CHAPTER XVIII

DoroTHEA Dix AND HER MissioN
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F ALL the evils afllicting the body
politic the condition of the depend-
ent, defective, and delinquent classes
throughout the State demanded the
most immediate reform. The in-

tense conservatism of the people of New Jersey
had long made them deaf to the feeble cry for
betterment that came from isolated groups of agi-
tators. From England the State had inherited the
- system of public county jails, ostensibly designed
for the safe-keeping of criminals, of the vagrant
poor, and of poor debtors. But in New Jersey, as
elsewhere, the practice had arisen of committing
to jail those whose helplessness should appeal to
every humane sentiment. No other channel being
open, there drifted into the jails the insane, the
idiotic, orphaned children, as well as aged men
and women. Here were gathered the dregs of hu-
manity, broken wrecks of once powerful minds
and bodies, toddling boys and girls—cast into
these cesspools of vice. Each jail was indeed
Bedlam, rendered horrible by the intermingling
of men and women hardened to vice, to whom rum
was secretly supplied if they had money with
which to pay the bills. In other words the gen-
eral policy was to commit to the jail every omne
liable to become a State, county, or township
charge. The food in the jails was usually poor
and insufficient, and the ventilation and sanita-
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uals, that the “ Memorial ” was directed. As a re-
view also of the condition of jails and poorhouses
in New Jersey during the middle of the century
this report is of the highest value.

In Salem County, in an inconvenient but clean
jail, there were no beds, as none were required
by law. The poorhouse was well conducted, but
the children were without schooling and religious
instruction. Epileptics and insane were gathered
in the building; one who had been crazy for thirty
years had been out of his apartment ¢ but ten
times in more than nineteen years.” A little cell,
in which another maniac was chained by the leg,
was warmed by a small stove pipe which passed
through a corner of the room. Violent homicidal
propensities were corrected by beatings, the
keeper using a stick of wood for the purpose. In a
basement of the poorhouse was a feeble old man,
who through reverses had lost his property and
had been committed as a pauper. For a while
violently insane, he had been chained ¢ for
safety.” Here ended the life history of one who
had been a member of the bar, of the Legislature,
and judge of the county court. ’

Similar conditions, but not so extreme, existed
in the jails and poorhouses of the Counties of
Cumberland, Cape May, and Gloucester. In the
latter county the cells for the insane were under
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Essex townships, were ‘ set off to the lowest bid-
der,” or those who agreed to take them for a given
time at the lowest rates. This system, if such it
may be called, also prevailed in Mercer, Somerset,
and Bergen Counties. In Elizabeth and Jersey
City the sitnation was somewhat better, but in
Passaic County the condition of the poorhouse
was intolerable. ‘ The occupied rooms were posi-
tively loathsome,” and the place cost three thou-
sand dollars per annum for its maintenance. The
jails of Morris and Sussex Counties were in fair
condition, but the poorhouse of Morris, with its
cells “dark, damp, and unfurnished, unwarmed
and unventilated,” was a disgrace. From War-
ren and Mercer Counties the reports as to the con-
dition of the jails were more enceuraging.

The care of these unfortunate creatures could
be no longer delayed. A commission to select a
suitable site for an insane asylum having been
appointed, a location in Ewing Township not dis-
tant, even then, from the limits of the City of
Trenton was chosen. From the latter part of the
year 1845 until the red sandstone building, with
its Ionic porch, designed by Notman, was opened
on the 15th of May, 1848, there was no lack of
interest in a structure devoted to such novel uses.
But from that group of fifty patients who first en-
tered its portals in 1848 there has grown an army
of nearly ten thousand,—those to whom the State
has extended a lifting, helping hand.






N THE midst of the turmoil, in the days of
social unrest, rare indeed was the State in
which some effort had not been made to
establish a colony whose founders hoped
thereby to accomplish the regeneration of

the social order. To well-meaning men New Jer-
sey offered an attractive field. In its very foun-
dation leaders among its settlers had laid their
town and plantation sites upon such lines.
William Penn and his friends, in the settlement of
Burlington, were moved by altruistic considera-
tions, and saw arising in the wilderness of West
Jersey a future state—an aristocratic democracy,
if it may be so termed, wherein, by reason of the
teaching of the Society of Friends, peace would
reign forever. Nor were the Connecticut settlers
of Newark less sincere. Theirs was a church
militant, a State triumphant, the home of the
elect, from which, by force of arms if necessary,
the savage was to be reclaimed, the civilized
world brought from sin to redemption, and a new
order established in a new world. As both failed
in the accomplishment of their ideals, so both suc-
ceeded—not objectively, but subjectively. Both
left heritages in the permanence of certain forms
of political institutions, but both solved problems
—that of giving vigor to minds of different types,
and urging onward souls who sought the same
ends, but took differing ways.
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able to effect reform, sought in segregation some
plan to accomplish the change. Charlatanism ran
riot, along with many an excellent idea, which,
if properly considered and adopted, would have
solved a part of the complex problem of existing
civilization. But in the community idea then as
now there lay the elements of failure. Society
must be heterogeneous that it may work out its
salvation—isolated groups, as groups, must ulti-
mately be absorbed, no matter how powerfully the
promulgation of their doctrines may affect the
whole, either for good or ill.

Of all the chimerical schemes thus advanced
that of the North American Phalanx was the most
certainly doomed to death. While as a character-
istic type of organization under the system ad-
vanced by Fourier—it had as long life as any of
its associated Phalanxes—it was none the less so
utterly at variance with the general trend of
human activities that the wonder is it lasted
throughout a decade.

This strange and almost forgotten community,
which attracted much attention and gave Mon-
mouth County a prominent if not an enviable
place, grew out of the exposition of Fourierism
made by Albert Brisbane in the columns of the
New York Tribune. Fourier, like that other social
regenerator of his day, George Lippard, was much
of a mysticist. He wrote of the relation of “ har-
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armies belabor one another with bladders. Libel
laws were discounted, as they had ever been.
But the newspaper of the day was the haven
of refuge for those who advocated every * ism ™
dealing with every conceivable subject. The
harmless and the harmful enthusiast assailed one
another’s plans, coaxed, protested, threatened,
and abused. Nothing was left undiscussed; noth-
ing was left unsettled. The man with his remedy
was ready to dispose of every ill, physical or men-
tal. It was not only a war of ideas, but a war of
words, in which no one was ever defeated, in which
the lives of theories were never extinguished.
The newspapers in the arrangement of their
parts began to assume some modern forms. Edi-
torials found an assigned place; local news was
no longer lost under dissertations upon the
“ Value of Church Going,” the “ Decay of Intel-
lectuality,” or the ¢ Need of Clover ” upon certain
kinds of lands. Foreign intelligence was pre-
sented with an appreciation of its value. Upon
rare occasions articles of great prominence were
given “heads” in a degree commensurate with
their interest. But there was much to be done to
lift the newspapers from mere sheets devoted to
political abuse to anything like modern journals.
In the collection of news there was neither energy
nor discrimination displayed. The reporter or
editor, when he left the office of the paper, made












CHAPTER XXI

Tae GrEAT SEan War






T WAS the panic of 1837 that led to the
downfall of the Democracy of New Jersey
House of Assembly. But in 1838, with
hands fell the governorship, Council, and
and the triumph of the Whigs. Into their
prosperity slowly returning, a partisan contest of
the most intense bitterness was waged, not only
for the control of State affairs, but for the secur-
ing of the congressional delegation of six mem-
bers, to which New Jersey was then entitled.
The congressional election of 1838 found two
tickets in the field: the Democratic party, repre-
sented by Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom,
Daniel B. Ryall, William R. Cooper, Joseph Kille,
and Manning Force, and the Whigs by John B.
Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, William Halstead,
Charles C. Stratton, Thomas Jones Yorke, and
Joseph F. Randolph. Upon the 9th and 10th of
October of that year the qualified voters of the
State cast their ballots upon the ¢ general ticket ”
system then in vogue, not choosing their represen-
tatives, as at' present, by separate districts. The
returns showed Democratic majorities ranging
from one hundred and fifty-nine,—that of Mr.
Dickerson over Mr. Aycrigg,—to sixty, that of
Mr. Cooper over Mr. Stratton. One Whig, Joseph
F. Randolph, subsequently associate justice of the
Supreme Court, having run ahead of his ticket,
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mined the result, the governor’s duty was to issue
commissions under the Great Seal of New Jersey
to such members of the House of Representatives.

Then in all its fury broke the “ Great Seal ” or
“ Broad Seal ” War. The policy of the Whig party
in New Jersey had been predetermined, nor could
Governor Pennington avert the storm of obloquy
and reproach which beat upon him. Refusing, in
spite of indignant Democratic protests, to recog-
nize a Democratic majority of three hundred and
fifty-eight from the Townships of Millville and
South Amboy, the governor and Privy Council,
canvassing the result on the 24th of October, went
so far as to take the stand that no election what-
ever had been held in those townships so far as
they had official knowledge, no returns having
been filed within the time prescribed by law.

In defending their position the governor and
the members of his Privy Council rested their ar-
gument of justification upon a single proposition.
This was that in canvassing congressional returns
they were ministerial officers bound by mere form.
As returns in legal form had been made to them
from all counties there existed no right, on their
part, of amendment or rejection of such returns
for any reason other than that of informality.
Consequently Governor Pennington affixed the
Great Seal of the State of New Jersey to the cer-
tificates of election of all the Whig candidates.
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ber 10, 1776. That body “ having taken into Con-
gideration that it will necessarily take up some
Time to get a proper Great Seal prepared for the
Sealing of such Commissions as have usually
pasied under the Great Seal, and that it will be
necessary for the publick Good that Sundry Com-
- missions should issue before such Great Seal can
be made: therefore

Resolved :—That the Seal of Arms of His Excellency William

Livingston, Esquire, Shall be deemed and taken as the Great Seal
of this State till another shall be made.

In this the Assembly concurred, and Messrs.
Dick and Covenhoven acquainted Council thereof.
The joint committee of the 6th of September,
through its chairman, Richard Smith, thus re-
ported to both houses on the 3d of October:

That they have considered the Subject and taken the Sentiments
of several intelligent Gentlemen thereon: and are of Opinion that
Francis Hopkinson, Esq., should be immediately engaged to employ
proper Persons at Philadelphia to prepare a Silver Seal, which is
to be round, of two and a half Inches diameter, and three-eighths
of an Inch thick, and that the Arms shall be three Ploughs in an
Escutcheon ; the Supporters, Liberty and Ceres, and the Crest, a
Horse’s Head ; these words to be engraved in large Letters round
the Arms viz, “THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY.” :

Francis Hopkinson, authorized “ to draw on the
treasurer of this State for the Expence” of the
great seal, found the employment of ¢ proper Per-
sons ” a congenial duty. As a lover of the fine
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porters are often reversed, whilst the horse’s head
faces either dexter or sinister. The widest liber-
ties were taken with the supporter Ceres, her
cornucopia being in all imaginable positions. Oft-
en the representations border on the ludicrous, as
in many cases the supporters are clad in what ap-
pear to be bombazine petticoats. Not until Mor-
ton A. Stilles’s edition of the laws of 1854 is there
any attempt toward artistic execution of the seal
on the part of State printers.

A variety of mottoes occur, but among the
earliest is that used in the Joseph Justice edition
of the laws (1821), wherein the words “ Liberty
and Prosperity ” are found. This is now the recog-
nized motto of New Jersey when such is used, but
is distinctively descriptive of the supporters, and
has never been authorized by act or resolution.

It was not until May, 1777, that the great seal
executed by Du Simitiere was delivered to the
Legislature, then in session in Haddoneld. From
October, 1776, to May, 1777, the seal at arms of
Governor William Livingston was used as the
great seal, and to this incident Theodore Sedg-
wick, Jr., author of the governor’s life, makes an
interesting reference. It appears that the orig-
inal emigrant, Robert Livingston, the virtual
baron of the manor, was compelled to return to
England in 1694. In this voyage, taken to ad-

vance business interests, he was shipwrecked in
[Vol. 8]
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of October 6, 1767, acknowledges to the Earl of
Shelburne the receipt of a new seal for New Jersey
and a warrant for the use thereof. The old seal
was returned, and was defaced at S8aint James on
the 20th of April, 1768, together with the seals of
some of the West Indies, S8outh Carolina, Georgia,
Nova Scotia, New York, and Massachusetts Bay.



CHAPTER XXI1I

Tue War wirnn MExXIco

Detailed inforwatiou us to the part played by New Jersev in the Mexican War, ar
n the various other wars in which New Jerseymen took part, wae furnished through
tne courtesy of the office of Alexander (O Oliphant, adjutant-general of the State of
New Jersey.






OR practically a decade, from 1840 to
the wildest dreams of enthusiasts
romance, a land concerning which
turned toward the West—a region of
1850, the eyes of the nation were

fell far short of actualities. But of the events
which passed in rapid succession, and all of which
bore their impress upon the ever present ques-
tion of the extension of slavery, the war with
Mexico is by far the most important, not only in
its dramatic aspect, but in the directness and far
reaching character of its results.

It was upon March 2, 1836, that Texas declared
her independence, and one year thereafter the
United States recognized this act of violent sepa-
ration on the part of a State from the rule of the
Mexican republic. Already formal cause for com-
plaint had existed on the part of Mexico, and as
early as 1835 diplomatic correspondence between
that republic and the United States had been sus-
pended, owing to the charge that troops of the
United States had been sent into Texas for the
ostensible purpose of suppressing Indian border
warfare, but actually to encourage and support
the revolt of the province. When in 1843 the an-
nexation of Texas was considered as a probability
the United States was warned that Mexico would
consider such an act as a declaration of war. In
support of this policy Mexico, interdicting trade,
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slope of the Spanish West became annexed to the
United States, and six hundred thousand square
miles of territory were added to the public do-
main.

Within the limits of the present republic of
Mexico the winter of 1847 brought not only mili-
tary, but naval, activity. Colonel Doniphan, in
March, after a long and arduous winter campaign,
had captured Chihuahua, Commodore Shubrick
had reduced Mazatlan, while Commodores Conner
and Perry had effectually scoured the Gulf of
Mexico and had occupied the coast towns of Tam-
pico, Tobasco, Alvarado, and Tuspan.

It was early in March, 1847, that General Scott
with twelve thousand men, among whom were
the New Jersey volunteers, arrived off the princi-
pal port of Mexico’s foreign commerce, Vera Cruz,
and after a severe bombardment lasting four days
the city surrendered. “ On to Mexico City ” was
the cry that thrilled the American army, and led
them to the pass of Cerro Gordo. Here Santa
Anna, the revolutionary president of the republic
of Mexico, had assembled a large and well trained
force. The loss of Vera Cruz, with the capture of
five thousand prisoners, four hundred pieces of
ordnance, and large stores of ammunition, had
told heavily upon the resources of the Mexican
republic. Cerro Gordo was Santa Anna’s last
hope, and before the almost invincible position
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organization of the New Jersey battalion infantry
volunteers Dickinson Woodruff was lieutenant-
colonel, the first lieutenant being Edwin- Milford
Bard and the assistant quartermaster Isaac
W. Mickle. The captain of Company A was Henry
A. Naglee from May 17, 1847, to April 1, 1848,
when he was succeeded by Assistant Quartermas-
ter Isaac W. Mickle. Company B had for its cap-
tains James Reynolds and Francis Harrison. The
captain of Company C was David McDowell and of
Company D David Pierson.

In the Tenth Regiment Infantry, United States
Army, Company E had for its captain Samuel
Dickinson, while Joseph A. Yard was captain of
Company G. Owing to the death of Captain
Joshua W. Collet, by reason of a duel, Samuel R.
Drummer was subsequently elected captain of
Company H.

Of the New Jerseymen, officers in the United
States army and navy, during the war with Mex-
ico many attained great distinction and some
served during the war for the preservation of the
Union. Colonel Harvey Brown had been honored
by brevet in the war against the Florida Indians,
and was advanced in rank after the battle of
Contreras and for “ gallant conduct at the gate of
Belen, City of Mexico.” Israel Carle Woodruff,
James William Abert, Robert S8tockton William-
son, William R. Palmer, and Augustus Canfleld
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THE DaAYS OF STATE BANKING!
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T WAS not until the year 1850 that the af-

fairs of the State banks of New Jersey,

after a legislative history of nearly half a
century, became subjected to anything

like a thorough scrutiny on the part of the
authorities. As a phase of that movement of so-
cial revolution marking the later thirties and the
forties, the banks of New Jersey, with their more
or less autocratic management, were later sub-
jected to the operations of the new act. The
statute was framed more in the interest of de-
positors than in favor of those who had so long
managed many of the banks in accordance
with their wills, if not in accordance with their
consciences. Under the new statute the state
treasurer was authorized to have printed bank
notes of all denominations not less than one dol-
lar. These he might issue to any associations of
persons formed for the purpose of doing a bank-
ing business, under the provisions of the act, in
exchange for the public stocks of New Jersey, the
United States, or the State of Massachusetts, dol-
lar for dollar, provided the stocks were productive
of a six per cent. rate of interest per annum. He
was prohibited from taking such stock at a rate
above its par value of not less than one hundred
cents on the dollar. Notes for circulation issued
under this act and remaining outstanding were
not at any time to exceed three million dollars.
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of the issue by making and executing directly to
the state treasurer, or by transferring to him,
bonds and mortgages upon real estate, payable at
a period not exceeding one year and bearing in-
terest at six per cent. Before such bonds and
mortgages were accepted as security it was re-
quired that they should have the approval of the
State’s attorney-general.

It was required also that the mortgages should
be upon improved, productive, unencumbered
lands within the State of New Jersey, worth, in-
dependent of any buildings thereon, at least triple
the amount of the mortgage, and that no mort-
gage for a greater amount than five thousand dol-
lars should be taken.

In the event of such security becoming insuffi-
cient for the payment of the bills and notes issued
the State treasurer was directed to notify the
president of the banking association of the fact
and he was required within five days to place in
the State treasurer’s hands such amount of securi-
ties as would secure, in full, the notes issued. If
the president of the banking association neglected
to produce the securities in the required time the
treasurer was authorized to take measures for
winding up the affairs of the institution by pay-
ing all the circulating notes issued by such asso-
ciation out of the trust funds in his hands for that
purpose, and selling at public auction the stocks,
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annual report to the state treasurer of the finan-
cial condition of the banks many of them refused
or neglected to do 80. The result of the investiga-
tion instigated by the Legislature was the winding
up of the business of several “wildcat” concerns
and the general purification of the financial at-
mosphere.

An instance of popular sentiment may be
cited illustrative of the intensely feverish state
of the public mind during 1837. In that
year a “run” was made upon the Trenton
Banking Company and there were not emough
funds in the vaults to meet the demand. There
was no railroad at that time between Trenton and
Philadelphia. But some measure had to be taken
to save the bank. Benjamin Fish, of Trenton,
one of the directors, drove to Philadelphia, loaded
a wagon with silver, returned to Trenton, and un-
loaded the coin in front of the bank. The sight of
the money inspired the excited depositors with
confidence and they quickly withdrew, satisfied
that the bank had the ability to redeem its notes
in coin on demand.

The suspension of specie payment character-
ized the action of all the other banks in the State
during 1837, with the exception of the Paterson
Bank. The Sussex Bank suspended such payment
for a few days only.

Upon March 5, 1842, specie payments were re-
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sumed and a law was passed warning the banks
not to issue notes, bills or drafts prior to the 15th
day of August of that year, fixing as a penalty for
violation of the law the forfeiture of their char-
ters. Thence until the passage of the national
banking act of 1863 the history of banks in New
Jersey presents no distinctive elements of general
interest. ‘
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meetings, songs, rural parades, and intense excite-
ment in hamlet and in city.

The first election for governor under the new
constitution resulted in the choice of Charles C.
Stratton by a plurality of '1,358 over his Demo-

" cratic opponent, John R. Thompson. The Whig
platform embraced the doctrine of protection to
American manufactures, a protest against the
extension of slavery by means of the acquisition of
foreign territory, although recognizing the com-
promise of the federal constitution, and unalter-
ing opposition to the Camden and Amboy Rail-
road Company. Whig candidates who appeared
against Charles C. Stratton were Joseph Porter,
Jesse Richards, William P. Robeson, John C.
Smallwood, and General Peter 1. Stryker, while
the opponents of John R. Thompson were John
Cassedy and Thomas G. Haight.

The election for governor which occurred in
1847 resulted in the choice of Daniel Haines, a
Democrat, although the Whigs remained in con-
trol of the Senate and the House. Into the Whig
State platform of that year no new “ planks” of
interest were introduced, except to charge that the
Mexican War had been conducted by “ politician
officers who had never drilled a corporal’s guard.”
Governor Haines succeeded in defeating his op-
ponent, William Wright, by a plurality of 2,599.
The other Whig candidates for the nomination
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dustries, while the Democrats advocated popular
education, equal taxation and general in place of
special legislation. Governor Fort succeeded
in defeating Mr. Runk with a then unprecedented
majority of 5,669. In 1852 the Democratic elector-
al vote of New Jersey was cast for Franklin
Pierce for President and William R. King for
Vice-President, defeating General Winfield Scott,
the Whig candidate. Pierce’s plurality in the
State was 5,749. Hale, the “Free-s0il” candidate
for President, received but three hundred and fifty
votes in New Jersey, his strength lying largely in
New England, New York, and Ohio.

The reéstablishment of New Jersey in the Dem-
ocratic column gave the Whigs but little hope for
victory during the contest for the governorship
in 1853. The success of the Democrats had been
80 pronounced that no less than eighteen candi-
dates appeared as contestants for the nomination,
requiring six ballots before the choice of the con-
vention fell upon Rodman M. Price. These can--
dicates were E. R. V. Wright, Thomas W. Arrow-
smith, William C. Alexander, Phineas B. Ken-
nedy, Alexander Wurts, Henry Hilliard, John
Hugyler, John Cassedy, John W. Fennimore, John
R. Slack, Littleton Kirkpatrick, George Sykes, 8.
D. Canfield, Dr. John R. Sickler, T. W. Mulford,
Daniel Barcalow, and John R. Darcy. The Dem-
ocrats had a popular candidate and a popular
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evil day, while the struggle for Kansas and the
success of the pro-slavery men in establishing their
policy on the “ virgin soil ” had aroused the North.
Men turned toward safety, yet knew not where to
go. In New Jersey, as elsewhere, both Whigs and
Democrats had temporized; both feared the fear-
ful consequences of precipitating the conflict. As
a political organization the Whigs were practi-
cally extinct. The end had come quickly, and had
not been prolonged as in the death of Federalism.
The “ Compromise ” of 1850, the deaths of Web-
ster and Clay in 1852, the execution of the ¢ fugi-
tive slave law,” the passage of the “ Kansas-Ne-
braska ” bill, had tended to weaken and finally de-
stroy the party. The Democratic party, mean-
while, not only in New Jersey, but throughout the
eastern portion of the United States, had become
strong, but unweildy. It had assimilated most of
the large body of emigrants. In the North the for-
eign element had already arisen to a degree of
power in the councils of the party, and by enter-
prise and special aptitude had obtained partial
control of the industrial situation. To the “ old
line Whigs,” this new blood, assertive and ener-
getic, was obnoxious. The specious plea was
made that the nation’s “institutions, liberties,
and system of government were at the mercy of
men from the monarchical countries of Europe.”
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violated the “ Missouri Compromise,” and had
permitted “ outrages ” in Kansas. For the guber-
natorial honors there were several candidates:
Beach Vanderpool, of Essex, Joseph Franklin,
of Gloucester, William Parry, of Burlington, Eph-
raim Marsh, of Morris, Dudley 8. Gregory, of Hud-
son, Charles 8. Olden, of Mercer, and David Ryer-
son, of Sussex County. But the choice of the con-
vention fell upon William A. Newell, of Mon-
mouth County.

The new Republican party in New Jersey em-
braced many of the Whigs, led by such men as
Frederick T. Frelinghuysen and Abraham O. Za-
briskie, while a conspicuous figure in the conven-
tion was John H. Jones, of Camden, a recognized
leader of the Native American or “ Know Noth-
ing ” movement, a political organization so-called
because its members, when asked about the organ-
ization and its secret ritualistic work, knew noth-
ing of the existence of such a body. The Native
American movement, whose support John H.
Jones pledged to the Republican party in New
Jersey, had arisen in Louisiana during 1841, and
after a degree of success, incidentally electing a
member of the Houee of Assembly in New Jersey
during 1845, had declined in influence. In 1852
the movement again appeared in New York City,
the entrance point into the United States of the
mass of immigrants, and as a secret society, with
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of the party would be OPPOSITION to ‘ Nigger
Driving Buchananism,” “Loco Foco Extrava-
gance,” “ Slavery Dictation and Slavery Exten-
sion,” “ Ballot Box Stuffing,” ¢ King Cotton,” and
the kind of tariff that makes “ Mud 8ills ”’ of men,
and favoring “ Protection to American Industry.”
The policy delineated opposed filibustering and
the taking of fees from debtors to be given an
¢« Aristocratic Chancellor ” that he might enjoy a
salary of five thousand dollars per year, while
government by the court of chancery and the forc-
ible retention of State offices was also condemned.
Charles 8. Olden was nominated.

The Democrats, after five ballots scattered
among seven candidates, selected Edwin V. R.
Wright as their nominee for governor. The plat-
form declared 'aga.inst the revival of the slave
trade, called for a union among the members of
the party who had divided upon the question of
the ¢ Lecompton Constitution,” and in general
terms demanded equality among citizens. The re-
maining candidates were Thomas H. Herring,
Alexander Wurts, Charles 8kelton, Joseph C.
Potts, George Sykes, Charles Sitgraves, and Peter
D. Vroom. '

The contest gave Charles 8. Olden a majority of
1,601 in a total vote of 105,029, while the Legisla-
ture elected comprised a Democratic Senate, and
a House of Assembly in which there were thirty
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